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ABSTRACT

In this editorial, we analyze articles of the “Images” type in other peer-reviewed journals as well as the 6-year 
experience of publishing such articles in the Journal of Diagnostics and Treatment of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology (JDTOMP). We also describe the experience of citing articles from the JDTOMP and The New 
England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) in the Scopus database. This is important for every peer-reviewed pub-
lication because one of the notes and conditions for indexing a journal in Scopus is citations of its articles in 
good journals indexed in Scopus. Taking into account the experience of journal in publishing 19 articles of 
the Images type, it was decided to expand the direction of publishing short manuscripts, but with a slightly 
different focus. A new section called “Images: Digital” has been launched, which aims to publish the same 
ultra-short articles, but not dedicated to pathology, but specifically dedicated to digital solutions in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery.
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Ultra-short articles in sections “Images” or 
“Pictures” are a popular type of articles in various 
medical peer-reviewed journals [1-5]. This is usually 
a one-page article without a reference list [5], but 
sometimes the article can be 2 or 3 pages long [1, 
6] and have references [4]. However, in our humble 
opinion, the gold standard for publishing articles 
of this type has been achieved by The New England 
Journal of Medicine (NEJM) [5, 7]. In their journal, 
this type of article is called “Images in Clinical 
Medicine.” The purpose of this type of article is to 
simplify the preparation and reduce the time frame 
for writing the manuscript, while highlighting a 
rare pathology and presenting a treatment option. 
Another goal is to provide readers with a quick 
introduction to the clinical case. Inspired by the 
example of the NEJM, in 2019 a similar section titled 
"Pictures in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery" was also 
launched in the Journal of Diagnostics and Treatment 
of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology (JDTOMP) 
[8]. And during the period from July 1, 2019, to 
September 1, 2025, that is, for more than 6 years, 19 
Images articles were published in the JDTOMP [6, 
9-26]. Out of 19 articles, 2 articles have videos [16, 
22]. Most of the manuscripts in this section were 
published by authors from Ukraine. One article 
from Qatar and another joint article by authors from 
Ukraine and Georgia [6, 21].

We know that the success of this section would not 
have been possible without the confident leadership 
of the editor of this section, Dr. Camilo Mosquera 
from the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston [8].

Publishing a concise and meaningful article is of 
great importance to clinicians. However, the editorial 
board of each peer-reviewed journal must understand 
whether a given article can bring dividends to the 
journal in the form of citations. Moreover, one of 
the notes and conditions for indexing a journal in 
Scopus is citations of its articles in good journals 
indexed in Scopus (email response according to title 
evaluation process from Scopus Title Evaluation 
Team, July 2022).

The experience of the NEJM proves that articles 
of the “Images” type are successfully cited in journals 
indexed by Scopus [7, 27]. In particular, an article 
entitled “Lemierre's Syndrome” (Walkty and Embil, 
2019) has received 23 citations (Fig 1) in other 
journals indexed by Scopus since its publication 
(i.e., 6 years ago). Articles of type “Images” of the 

JDTOMP also demonstrate the presence of citations 
in journals indexed by Scopus (Figs 2 and 3) [16, 
28]. Although of course the frequency of citations 
is also affected by the availability of journal articles 
for search by authors in PubMed/PubMed Central 
according to the journal sample. Although, of course, 
the frequency of citations is also affected by the 
availability of journal articles for search by authors 
in PubMed/PubMed Central, as is the case with the 
NEJM [29].

Summarizing the above, it would be correct to say 
that articles of the “Images” type can and do definitely 
get cited [7, 16, 27, 28]. This fact is the basis for our 
Journal to introduce a new section with a similar 
type of articles, but which focus on digital solutions. 
Digitalization at all stages of diagnosis, planning 
and treatment in dentistry, oral and maxillofacial 
surgery is becoming increasingly widespread [29-
31]. The range of applications of digital solutions 
is extremely wide, including digital workflow and 
tooth replacement methods [31]. And even, digital 
workflow and jaw in a day microvascular technique 
[32]. That's why, starting in September 2025, we 
are accepting manuscripts in this new required 
section titled “Images: Digital” [33]. The section 
editor was chosen by a specialist who regularly 
implements digital technologies in clinical practice 
and has experience in publications, namely Dr. Oleg 
Mastakov from Kyiv, Ukraine.

Thus, our editorial team is happy to begin a new, 
next stage of the Journal’s development by adding a 
new, much-needed section. We invite everyone to 
submit unique manuscripts for peer-review. Our 
team will be happy to provide the highest standards 
of review process.

 There is no alternative to digital transformation.
—Jeff Bezos

Founder of the Amazon, Inc.
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FIGURE 1. An example of numerous citations in the Scopus database of an article from the section “Images in Clinical Medicine” of The New England 
Journal of Medicine [7, 27].
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FIGURE 2. An example of citation in the Scopus database of an article from the section “Images” of the Journal of Diagnostics and Treatment of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology [16, 28].
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FIGURE 3. An example of what a cited 2-page article (A, B) of type “Images” in the Journal of Diagnostics and Treatment of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology 
(Tymofieiev and Cherniak, 2019) looks like [16]. (Fig 3 continued on next page.) 
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FIGURE 3 (continued). An example of what a cited 2-page article (A, B) of type “Images” in the Journal of Diagnostics and Treatment of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology (Tymofieiev and Cherniak, 2019) looks like [16]. 
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