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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to translate the updated criteria for awarding continuing professional 
development (CPD) points to the healthcare workers. Also, this paper compares the criteria specifically 
for publishing articles between the 2019 and 2025 Orders of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine (i.e., 
Orders No. 446 and No. 650). This translated document is an update to the 2024 publication. Points will be 
awarded for publications in periodicals that have been included in the scientometric databases Scopus and/
or Web of Science Core Collection, or in scientific publications included in the list of scientific professional 
publications of Ukraine.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Сontinuing professional development (CPD) of 
healthcare workers in Ukraine continues to evolve [1, 
2]. And in April 2025, a new Ministry of Healthcare 
of Ukraine Order was issued, which changes the 
criteria for awarding CPD points [3]. The purpose of 
this article is to translate the updated scoring criteria 
and compare the criteria for awarding CPD points 
specifically for publishing articles between the 2019 
and 2025 Orders [1, 3].

2. DISCUSSION

Below will be listed the Order Ministry of 
Healthcare of Ukraine that has lost its validity and the 
current Order.

2.1 Legislation
No longer valid

Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine 
of February 22, 2019, No. 446 “Some issues of 
continuing professional development (CPD) of 
doctors” (as amended by Order of the Ministry 
of Healthcare of Ukraine of August 18, 2021, No. 
1753).

Valid

Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine 
of April 16, 2025, No. 650 “On approval of 
the Procedure for conducting certification of 
healthcare workers and amending certain orders 
of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine.”
Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine 
of May 08, 2025, No. 781 “On approval of the 
Regulation on peer groups.”

2.2 Key Information

It is important to emphasize two points of the 
new Order, namely points 3 and 4:
(3) Until June 30, 2025, the annual amount of 
CPD points for healthcare workers is accrued in 
accordance with the criteria for accruing CPD 
points set out in Appendix 4 to the Procedure for 
Conducting Certification of Doctors, approved 
by Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine 
dated February 22, 2019 No. 446, registered with the 
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on March 25, 2019 

under No. 293/33264 (as amended by Order of the 
Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine dated August 18, 
2021 No. 1753) [1, 3].

(4) From July 1, 2025, the annual amount of 
CPD points for healthcare workers will be accrued 
in accordance with the criteria for accruing CPD 
points set out in Appendix 6 to the Procedure for 
Conducting Certification of Healthcare Workers, 
approved by Order of the Ministry of Healthcare 
of Ukraine of April 16, 2025, No. 650 “On approval 
of the Procedure for conducting certification of 
healthcare workers and amending certain orders of 
the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine” [3].

In general, if we compare the 2 orders, the 
previous and the new one, it is worth noting the 
following. Appendix 4 to the Order No. 446 (i.e., 
previous order) lists 10 criteria for awarding CPD 
points [1]. In contrast to Order No. 446, Appendix 
6 to the Order No. 650 lists 18 different criteria for 
awarding CPD points (Fig 1 and Table 1) [3].

In the new Order, as in the previous one, the 
biggest number of points is awarded for the defense 
of the dissertation [1-3]. In the new Order, as in the 
previous one, the largest number of points is awarded 
for the defense of dissertations, namely 100 points for 
the defense of a dissertation for the scientific degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and 150 points for 
the defense of a dissertation for the scientific degree 
of Doctor of Sciences (ScD) [3, 8].

In the previous order, the least number of 
points, namely 1 point, could be awarded for the 
professional development by distance learning using 
electronic educational resources [1, 2]. In the new 
order, the lowest possible number of points is 0.5 
points per 1 hour for professional internship outside 
the institution where the employee works [3]. Also, 
0.5 points per 1 hour is awarded for participation in 
an event such as a conference, etc.

A new interesting criterion for scoring points in 
the new order is participation in peer group activities 
[3, 8].

2.3 Analysis of the Criteria Related to the 
Publication of Articles

Quite interesting changes have occurred in the 
criteria for publishing articles. There is a convergence 
of standards with the requirements of the Ministry 
of Education and Science of Ukraine for scientific 
professional publications and the division of journals 
into categories A and B [4].

•

•

•
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FIGURE 1. Criteria for awarding continuing professional development (CPD) points according the Appendix 6 to the Procedure for Conducting 
Certification of Healthcare Workers (A-C) [3]. In Ukrainian. (Fig 1 continued on next page.)
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FIGURE 1 (continued). Criteria for awarding continuing professional development (CPD) points according the Appendix 6 to the Procedure for 
Conducting Certification of Healthcare Workers (A-C) [3]. In Ukrainian. (Fig 1 continued on next page.)
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FIGURE 1 (continued). Criteria for awarding continuing professional development (CPD) points according the Appendix 6 to the Procedure for 
Conducting Certification of Healthcare Workers (A-C) [3]. In Ukrainian.
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TABLE 1. Translated Criteria for Awarding Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Points According the Appendix 6 to the Procedure for Conducting 
Certification of Healthcare Workers (Clause 5 of Section IV) of the Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine of April 16, 2025, No. 650 “On Approval 
of the Procedure for Conducting Certification of Healthcare Workers and Amending Certain Orders of the Ministry of Healthcare of Ukraine” [3].

No Type of Activity Number of CPD Points Confirmation Document
1 2 3 4

1. Formal education. Formalna osvita (transliteration from Ukrainian)
1 Obtaining educational and scientific and 

scientific levels of higher education in the field 
of knowledge “Healthcare and Social Security” 
(except for specialties: “Social Work and 
Counseling,” “Children and Youth Services”):
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD);
Doctor of Science (ScD).
Points are awarded in the year of dissertation 
defense.

100 points
150 points

Diploma of awarding a scientific 
degree

2 PhD defense in the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
countries.
Points are awarded in the year of thesis defense.

100 points Certificate/diploma of award 
of the PhD degree in the 
field of healthcare, biology 
and biochemistry, chemistry, 
psychology, theology

2. Informal education: Type 1. Neformalna osvita (transliteration from Ukrainian)
1 Cycles of specialization (subspecialization) 30 points for 1 month of study 

but not more than the minimum 
number of points that must be 
confirmed for a one-year period

Certificate

2 Advanced training in thematic improvement 
cycles in educational institutions, including 
mixed (full-time and distance) forms of 
education:

Certificate

1 week 20 points
2 weeks 30 points

3 Professional internship outside the institution 
where the employee works (including abroad, 
except for OECD countries)

0.5 CPD point per 1 hour Copy of the order for business trip 
and copy of the order for enrollment 
for internship in Ukraine

4 Professional internship in a medical/
rehabilitation institution in OECD countries

1 point for 1 hour Copy of the travel order, internship 
program (which is part of the travel 
order)

5 Scientific and practical conference,
congress, symposium, including online
(in Ukraine or abroad except OECD countries 
and except foreign conferences accredited by 
EACCME/ACCME/RCPSC or certified by ERC/
ILCOR/AHA):

Certificate of participation in the 
conference. The presentation is 
confirmed by the event program 
and/or publication in the event 
materials

Participation in the event (listener) 0.5 point per 1 hour
Poster presentation 10 points
Oral presentation 15 points
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No Type of Activity Number of CPD Points Confirmation Document
1 2 3 4
6 Scientific and practical conference, congress, 

symposium, including online in OECD countries 
or accredited abroad by EACCME/ACCME/
RCPSC/EBAC or certified by ERC/ILCOR/AHA:

Certificate of participation in the 
conference. The presentation is 
confirmed by the event program 
and/or publication in the event 
materialsParticipation in the event (listener) 1 point per 1 hour

Poster presentation 15 points
Oral presentation 25 points

7 Professional development through distance 
learning using Ukrainian-language electronic 
learning platforms. The number of points 
counted towards the mandatory annual 
minimum should not exceed 20 points

1 point per 1 hour Certificate

8 Professional development through distance 
learning using English-language electronic 
learning platforms.
The number of points counted towards the 
mandatory annual minimum should not exceed 
25 points

1.5 points for 1 hour Certificate

9 Learning through simulation training or hands-
on skills training

2 points for 1 hour* Certificate

10 Conducting simulation or practical skills 
training registered as continuing professional 
development activities, as a teacher and/or 
trainer/instructor

2.5 points for 1 hour* Trainer certificate

11 Participation in thematic training (professional 
(thematic) schools, seminars, master classes, 
trainings).
In the case of online.
In real time with recording of participation.

1.5 points per hour*

1 point per hour*

Certificate

12 Conducting thematic training, which is 
registered as a continuous professional 
development event, in the role of a teacher and/
or trainer (professional (thematic) schools, 
trainings, seminars, master classes)

2 points for 1 hour* Trainer certificate

3. Informal education: Type 2. Informalna osvita (transliteration from Ukrainian)
1 Publication of an article or review (except for 

a clinical case) in periodicals that have been 
included in the scientometric databases Scopus 
and/or Web of Science Core Collection:

Copy of publication

1 20
2 or more 40
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The criterion from the Order that lost its validity 
indicated the following: 20 CPD points were awarded 
for publication of an article or review in a domestic 
journal with an impact factor or 30 CPD in foreign 
publications in the official languages of the EU [1, 2, 
5, 6]. The supporting document was a bibliographical 
reference.

In the new Order, the publication of articles is 
essentially divided into three criteria (Fig 1C and 
Table 1):

Publication of an article or review (except for 
a clinical case) in periodicals that have been 
included in the scientometric databases Scopus 
and/or Web of Science Core Collection.
Publication of an article or review in scientific 
publications included in the list of scientific 
professional publications of Ukraine.
Publication of a clinical case in periodicals that 
have been included in the scientometric databases 
Scopus and/or Web of Science Core Collection, 
or in scientific publications included in the list of 
scientific professional publications of Ukraine.

According to the new order the supporting 
document is a copy of publication.

Compared to the previous order, there is a 
narrowing of publication requirements. Along with 

positive aspects, such as raising the standards of 
authors when submitting manuscripts to journals 
indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science Core 
Collection, there are also a number of negative 
state and economic aspects, such as discrimination 
against journals that have not yet turned 2 years old 
for submitting an application to Scopus or that have 
not yet received the status of a scientific professional 
publication of category B.

It is also worth noting that the new Order 
establishes that:

the certification of healthcare workers shall be 
resumed six months from the date of termination 
or cancellation of martial law [3, 9, 10].
the validity period of specialist certificates 
(specialist doctor, pharmacist/specialist 
pharmacist)/qualification category certificates 
that expired during the period of martial law shall 
be extended for the period of martial law and for 
six months from the date of its termination or 
cancellation.

3. CONCLUSION

The new Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of 
Ukraine clearly demonstrates the evolution of the 
updated criteria for awarding continuing professional 

1.
1)

3.

2. 2)

No Type of Activity Number of CPD Points Confirmation Document
1 2 3 4
2 Publication of an article or review in scientific 

publications included in the list of scientific 
professional publications of Ukraine:

Copy of publication

1 15
2 or more 30

3 Publication of a clinical case in periodicals 
that have been included in the scientometric 
databases Scopus and/or Web of Science Core 
Collection, or in scientific publications included 
in the list of scientific professional publications 
of Ukraine:

Copy of publication

1 5
2 or more 10

4 Participation in peer group activities 2 points for 1 meeting Certificate

Study time is measured in academic hours.
* The number of points for activities that take place in OECD countries or are accredited abroad by EACCME/ACCME/RCPSC or certified by ERC/ILCOR/
AHA is multiplied by 2 when calculating the total number of points.
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development points to the healthcare workers and 
has a significant expansion of possible options for 
publishing articles with the accrual of the appropriate 
number of points. Points will be awarded for 
publications in periodicals that have been included 
in the scientometric databases Scopus and/or Web of 
Science Core Collection, or in scientific publications 
included in the list of scientific professional 
publications of Ukraine.
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